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PROFILE ON VIVIENNE CHIAPPINI

Kindest Members, it is more than 17 and a half years that 
I have been gracing the Davis Library, in fact, some 
members, think, that I am Mrs Davis …!

Sometime in the late 1970s, I received a phone call from 
Carol Tromp, the then Librarian of the CBC. She was moving 
to Durban, for family reasons. She asked me if I would like to 
come to an interview…it was MID WINTER…freezing cold and 
raining. I arrived, SODDEN, and June Webber helped me to dry 
off. An hour later Adv (then A.J.) Denis van Reenen interviewed 
me. Peter Hodes S.C. was in Jhb… i.e. he made MANY cell calls 
and chatted to me, all “multi-tasking”. I actually had my “CV” 
written, in pencil, on the back of an envelope. Some of you 
may not know, I have four degrees from U.C.T. including a 
B.Arch (RIBA), a B.A. Honours (Italian Literature & Economics), 
and a postgraduate Adv. Level Diploma in Library Science…
and speak six European languages, fairly fluently, having lived 
in Europe for 11 years. Denis said to me, after 30 minutes, “Viv., 
you have got the job…BUT I am warning you, they can be a 
difficult bunch!” He has not proven to be incorrect, but they 
enjoy the beautiful music I play (mostly cello, my main hobby)!

I have been living in a magnificent “Art Deco” flat in central 
Rondebosch for these last 17 and a half years, where I have oil 
paintings of my ancestors, from Scotland, England and, on my 
father’s side, from Tuscany. My father, a Ferrari racing driver, 
was very proud that I could speak fluent Italian; his family 
came out from Lucca (near Firenze) in the early 1750s…and 
married the daughter of the Danish Consul….thus, my brother 
and sister have blonde hair.  I have a wonderful son, who is 31 
years old, and he is an extremely gifted “art photographer”. 
His partner is 16 years his senior and is an art director at The 
Michael Stephenson Art Gallery. They live in the Bo-Kaap.

An integral part of my “open letter”, is a very sincere word of 
thanks to the many kind, helpful, generous and supportive 
members and pupils, who have, over the last almost 18 years, 
made it a real pleasure for me to be here, come rain and 
come shine. In particular, I should like to thank my numerous 
chairpersons who have been so very kind and supportive of 
my efforts here, who have, over the decades, put up with my 
dyslexia and miss spellings, and whom I frequently bump into 
at Concerts 7 musical soirées.

They shall remain nameless, as they know that I appreciate 
their interest in library matters, and that, although I may not 
be considered to be a “spring chicken”, and notwithstanding 
the fact that I do not have (currently) access to the electronic 
database, In__Magic, I use my “memory” to find what is needed 
and normally do an average of 1 and a half hours of unpaid 
overtime on a typical day.  

I believe that you reap what you sow; I am a confirmed “atheist”. 
My chief hobby is playing my wonderful 1984 Bulgarian 
violoncello, take it to lessons once a week, and we go to many 
concerts and soirées. I have been bitten by the “travel BUG”, 
and hope to go to Buenos Aires next year. I have travelled 
extensively, emigrating to Cape Town when I was 20.

I shall conclude this self-indulgent letter, thanking all of your 
kind actions and forgiving your omissions.

I really do enjoy this “taxing” job, and do my level best to assist 
in every way. At home, my job here is nick named “The Salt 
Mines”, sometimes being truly VERY ARDUOUS. p
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Exclusive, secretive, all-powerful. None of these words have been used to describe the Communications & Technology 
Committee (“the CTC”).

The CTC, aka the Geek Squad, aka Steve Kirk-Cohen’s band of merry men (as there are, sadly and predictably, no women on the 
committee), is the IT Crowd of the Cape Bar.

Given that most advocates are complete imbeciles when it comes to technology, here is a handy primer for what we do. Please 
cut this out and paste it on the wall of your chambers.
 

What the CTC does Translation for advocates

Electronic circulars Distributing Bar-wide notifications via email. This is cheaper and faster than hand-delivering 
messages. Hand-delivering still occurs, or so I am told. But then the Amish shun electricity, 
do they not?

Revamp the website We are in the process of replacing the Cape Bar website with something good. Watch this 
space.

Design a logo Creating a Cape Bar logo that will rival that of the City of Cape Town in aesthetics, if not in price. 
Do not fear. Studies have shown that logo quality is not linked to price.

Support the network 
infrastructure

This is difficult to explain. Essentially we are guardians of the fabric of electronic thought; 
the “ether” through which more and more of your correspondence passes.  We keep you 
connected to your attorneys, and this is very important. We also keep you connected to the 
outside world but that is less important. Without us, your practices would fail.

Liaise with support contractors Talking to the people who know how to keep you connected to other people and attorneys. 
Telling them what you need, making sure you get what you need, even if you don’t know what 
you need.

Liaise with internet service 
providers

Keeping the website running. Improving the website. Making sure the rest of the world knows 
who and what the Bar is. 

Monitor network support levels Ensuring that you stay connected, and if you get disconnected, you get reconnected before 
you notice that you were disconnected.
 

Develop Bar Council’s 
information systems

Helping the Bar Council keep track of you. Squeezing archive-rooms of data onto a flash disk 
(a small object). Bringing data to life. Making the data sing. Whereas the Bar Council is the 
Ministry of Truth, we are the Ministry of Information.

Provide data to other 
committees

Turning numbers into graphs so that decisions can be made on facts.

Brainstorm Finding the technologies that are both useful and simple enough to be understood by 
advocates. Making those services available. Helping achieve the paperless chambers.

Negotiation Engaging in tough negotiation to bring down prices on access to the libraries of Jutastat and 
LexisNexis.

Photography We put photos of you on the internet.

Prosecute international crime 
syndicates

Working with Interpol to clamp down on cybercrime. Co-ordinating cross-jurisdictional 
investigations. Combatting 419 scams and identity theft. Actually, we don’t do this. I’m 
testing whether you’ve read this far.

 
So there you have it. The CTC is not so scary after all. And we’re open to suggestions. 

If you want anything changed, feel free to send us an email. 
We are: Zach Joubert: zach@capebar.co.za, (for those suggestions) 

Steve Kirk-Cohen SC, Ron Paschke, Ralph Kujawa.

WHO OR WHAT IS THE CTC?
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NEW MEMBERS
Robin Bizony
(BC) 1
robinbizony@gmail.com

(i)  LLB (UCT, 2008); LLM (UCT, 
2010 cum laude) 

(ii)  Research assistance for the 
UN, 2011

(iii)  Special interest in Commercial 
Law and Public Law.

Craig Bosch
(42KST) 1
csbosch@gmail.com

(i) BA (Stell, 1994); LLB (Stell, 
1996); LLM (UCT, 2000) 

(ii) Approximately ten years' 
experience as an arbitrator and 
mediator

(iii) Special interest in employment 
law

Enslin, Marie
(VEL) 2
marie@capebar.co.za
(i)  LLB (UKZN, 2012)
(ii)  Practiced 25 years as 

Independent Broker. 
Specifically Estate planning, 
drafting of wills and drafting 
of buy and sell agreements. 
Completed the curriculum for 
LLM in Constitutional Law in 
2012.

(iii)  Special interest in 
Constitutional Law.

Filton, Mark
(42KST) 2
filtonmark@gmail.com
(i)  LLB(UWC,2005) 
(ii)  Admittted as an attorney in 

2006 
(iii) Practice for own account 

2007-2012

Heerink, Angelique
(VEL) 2
aheerink@mweb.co.za
(i)  BA (Law)(University of 

Stellenbosch) 1991 ; LLB 
(University of Stellenbosch) 
1993

(ii)  General Litigation, Family Law, 
Mediation, Personal Injury 
Claims

(iii)  General Litigation, Family Law, 
Mediation, Personal Injury 
Claims

Lambson, Tamlyn
(BC) 2
tlambson@capebar.co.za 
(i)  LL.B (Unisa, 2010)
(ii)  Completed two years of 

articles and one year post 
articles

(iii)  Special interest in Insolvency 
Law, Family Law, Administrative 
Law, Commercial Law, 
Environmental Law & General 
Civil Litigation
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Lubbe, Dale
(KSC) 5 
dale.lubbe@gmail.com
(i)    B-Com/ LLB UCT;
(ii)   Admitted Attorney;
(iii)  LLM in Commercial Law UCT 

(current); 
(iii)  General Litigation, Commercial 

Law; Contractual Disputes
(iv)  Keen interest in Competition 

Law. 
 

Mannel, Genevieve
(42KST) 2
annel.g@gmail.com
(i)  LLB( UWC, 2008)
(ii)  Admitted Attorney(2009-2013) 

(iv) General practice

Marais, Retha
(BC) 3
retham@gmail.com 
(i)  BCom (Stell, 2003) LLB (Stell, 

2005) LLM Tax Law (UCT, 2010)
(ii)  Practised as an attorney from 

2008; employed in the Tax 
Department at the head office 
of a large financial institution 
from 2010

(iii)  Special interest in 
Administrative and 
Constitutional Law, Tax Law and 
Mercantile Law 

Mathibela, Pearl
(42KST) 1
pearlmathibela@gmail.com
(i) LLB (UWC, 2000); Cert. in 

International copyright law 
(University of Amsterdam, 
July 2004); Trade mark exams 
(SAIIPL, 2008); Cert. in Sports 
law (November 2010, CE at UP); 
Cert. in Advanced corporate law 
and Securities law (UNISA, 2012)

(ii) Practised as an attorney for six 
years 

(iii) Special interest in: Administra-
tive law; Constitutional law; 
Competition law; Intellectual 
property law; Sports law; Labour 
law;  Land law; and General 
commercial law

Montzinger, Adrian
(42KST) 2
adrianm@montzinger.co.za
(i)  LLB, Northwest University 

(Potchefstroom), 2003
(ii)  Commercial litigation, 

Insolvency Law 
(iii)  Commercial litigation, 

Insolvency Law 

Nagia-Luddy, Fairouz
(42KST) 1
nagialuddy@gmail.com
(i)  M.Phil in Public Policy (UCT, 

2009); LLB (UWC, 2012)
(ii)  With extensive experience in 

policy analysis, research and 
social justice advocacy (12 
years), I was awarded my LLB 
in 2012, and embarked on my 
journey as an Advocate of the 
High Court, and towards being 
a Member of the Cape Bar, in 
2013. 

(iii)  I have special interests 
in administrative and 
constitutional law, company 
law, intellectual property law, 
international human rights 
and humanitarian law, and 
criminal law. I am in the process 
of becoming an accredited 
mediator in family law, with 
a view to accreditation in 
corporate mediation. 
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Naidoo, Uday Kiran
(BC) 2
uknaidoo@capebar.co.za
(i)  BCom – Economics and 

Finance (UCT), LLB (UCT) 
(ii)  Completed articles at a 

boutique firm of commercial 
litigation attorneys in 
Johannesburg; served as a law 
clerk to The Hon. Mr. Justice 
Skweyiya at the Constitutional 
Court of South Africa. 

(iii)  Constitutional litigation.

Rawoot, Yaseen
(42KST) 2
rawoot@capebar.co.za
(i)  LLB (UWC, 2006) , LEAD (UCT, 

2011)
(ii)  completed one year of articles 

prior to being admitted as an 
advocate in 2013

(iii)  special interest in internet law, 
intellectual property law & 
maritime law

Sarkas, Trish
(BC) 3
trishasarkas@capebar.co.za
(i)  Bachelor of Business Science 

(Law) UCT 2002 & Bachelor of 
Law UCT 2005

(ii) Practised as a candidate 
attorney and an associate 
at Norton Rose South Africa 
(incorporated as Deneys Reitz 
Inc) from 2008 to 2012

Seria, Fairuz
(42KST) 1
fseria.law@mweb.co.za
(i) LLB (UNISA, 2012); 
(ii) Candidate attorney (2011)
(iii) Special interest in Labour Law 

, Constitutional Law & Media 
Law.

Smith, Brandon
(70KSC) 1
smithbrandongarth@gmail.
com
(i)  LLB (University Of The Western 

Cape, 2012)
(ii)  Did Articles of clerkship 
(iii)  Areas of interest: commercial 

litigation, administrative law, 
general litigation, criminal law 

Steyn, Roelof
(42KST) 1
roelofs@capebar.co.za
(i)  LLB LLM (Stell)
(ii)  Candidate-attorney & attorney 

at Cluver Markotter Inc for six 
years

(iii)  General litigation with a special 
interest in Family Law

Wade, Liandé
(BC) 2
liandewade@gmail.com
(i)  LLB (Stell)
(ii)  Candidate Attorney (2010 – 

2011); Attorney (2012) 
(iii)  General litigation & motion 

proceedings 
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 Devil’s 
Harvest

 a new novel by the 
Cape Bar’s Andrew Brown

 Andrew Brown, practicing advocate, family 
man, farmer, police reservist, biker… has 
recently published his sixth book.  Phew!

 Devil’s Harvest is his fifth novel, a political 
thriller exposing the effects of the international 
arms trade, and is set in the United Kingdom 
and war-torn South Sudan.  Although it is a 
work of fiction, it is meticulously researched - 
like all his previous work - and highly praised by 
literary critics.

 Brown’s previous books are:

	 •	 Inyenzi: A Story of Love and Genocide 
(2000) set against the backdrop of the 
1994 war in Rwanda.

	 •	 Coldsleep Lullaby (2005), a detective 
novel set in the Cape Winelands, which won 
the Sunday Times fiction prize in 2006.

	 •	 Street Blues (2008), which was short-listed 
for the 2009 Alan Paton award, a narrative 
of his own experiences ‘on the beat’.

	 •	 Refuge (2009), short-listed for the 2009 
Commonwealth Writer’s Prize (Africa 
Region), a human story which explores 
xenophobia and corruption in Cape Town.

	 •	 Solace (2012), a second detective novel 
about a murder set against religious 
tensions in Cape Town.

	 •	 Devil’s Harvest (2014), is published 
by Zebra Press and is available in most 
bookstores.  If you have missed the public 
book-signing opportunities you should be 
able to catch the author in his office at 
Venken Chambers. 

Abassa, Yaaseen
yaaseen2002@yahoo.com
   
Calitz, Werner (Associate)
   
Delport, Adam

Niewenhuis, Rae

Saller, Karla

Van Wyk, Pedro
pedrovanwyk@yahoo.com

Watson, Deborah

Mook, Jeanine
jeanine.mook@gmail.com
(i) BA Law, Universiteit of Pretoria 

LLB, UNISA 
Diploma in Advanced Tax Law, 
UNISA

(ii)  Pupillage gedoen by Group 21, 
Sandton, Jhb 2013

(iii)  Medical Negligence, Tax Law, 
Intellectual Property Law
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Ezra Sakinofsky (1920 – 2014)

Authored by the Sakinofsky family and the Cape Bar

On 4 July 2014 a longstanding member of the Cape Bar 
passed away.  Despite having officially retired from practice 

almost a decade ago, Ezra Sakinofsky continued to keep 
chambers on the 12th floor of Huguenot Chambers, and would 
visit chambers on a daily basis to collect his post, have a cup of 
tea and keep abreast of the happenings at the Cape Bar.  

He is said to have once commented that the reason that he 
still maintained his chambers even though he was no longer 
practicing was: “because I still present myself as an Advocate; 
and how can one be an Advocate if one does not have 
chambers?’ 

Ezra was born in 1920 in the City Bowl.  He was a lifelong resident 
of Cape Town and reportedly never lived more than one mile 
from where he was born, his last abode being close to chambers 
at St Martini Gardens since the 1960s.
  
In 1940, having just graduated as a civil engineer from the 
University of Cape Town, Ezra enlisted as a combat engineer 
in the engineering corps of the Second World War-time South 
African Army, and was posted to North Africa and Italy.   

When the war ended he returned to Cape Town and worked 
as an engineer for the Cape Town City Council. This was 
interrupted when he volunteered to fight in Israel during the 
War of Independence from 1948 where he was given the rank 
of Assistant Brigade Engineer – the only one in the Israeli Army 
at the time.  Ezra recalled that the primary function of his unit 
in Israel was the laying and locating of landmines, a skill that he 
had known nothing about prior to his arrival in Israel. His whole 
company consisted of Holocaust survivors. 

On his return to Cape Town Ezra decided to pursue a career 
in law and enrolled at the University of Cape Town to read for 
his LLB. In January 1954 he was admitted to the Cape Bar and 
obtained chambers which he maintained until his death 50 
years later.

Ezra did not suffer fools easily. This, along with his highly 
principled acerbic tongue, kept many of the people he 
encountered, on edge, both professionally and socially. Up to 
his death Ezra had the memory of an elephant and a mind like a 
steel trap – he missed nothing and forgot even less. It is not clear 
if he was ever known to have admitted to errors of judgment. But 
it is a truth that such admissions, although they would have been 
well received, were seldom necessitated by errors of fact.

Ezra was fiercely independent. In his later years he declared 
himself completely self-sufficient. He never lost interest in 
acquiring knowledge, and along with his persistence and fierce 
independence, maintained a deep sense of justice and integrity. 
Until the very end of his life he could always be counted on for 
good conversation and sage advice.

He epitomised advocacy and will always be remembered 
for his cheerfulness and willingness to engage in (lengthy) 
conversations. He is probably one of the longest standing juniors 
at any bar and we will miss him.

Peter Hodes SC – 50 years at the Bar

Edited by Renata Williams SC and Luke Kelly with contributions 
from Jeremy Gauntlett SC, Jeremy Muller SC and Murray 
Bridgeman 

The 29th of May 2014 marked 50 years to the day that Peter 
Hodes SC was called to practice at the Cape Bar.  

Peter is one of the Bar’s truly inspirational and iconic members. 
He is known for his sharp wit, good humour and unrivalled 
generosity.  Those who know him well know that he is happiest 
when he is holding court in his chambers with a cast of juniors 
and attorneys, or delivering “the script”, dutifully prepared by a 
junior, with Peter’s customary gravelly gusto.  (Junior members 
take note: if you did not introduce yourself to Peter when joining 
the Bar it is certain that Peter with his elephantine memory will 
not let you forget this and your dereliction of duty will forever be 
a mark on your copybook).  

Peter is not one to turn down a brief.  He continues to appear 
in court, before tribunals and in arbitrations, never hesitating 
to argue the unarguable, if required – and to do so with great 
force and often successfully.  Peter is also renowned as the 
“go to” person for those who have failed to adhere to the rules. 
As he remarks: “No other counsel has appeared before the 
Bar Council as often as I have”. During these appearances he 
has passionately pleaded the cause of others with utmost 
dedication and for no reward.

Peter is famed for his quips, both inside and outside of the 
courtroom.  He is reputed to have once said that he would, 
“settle a menu” if an attorney paid his fee.  He is also famously 
reported to have commented to a client (after delivering 
argument in court on the client’s behalf), “not bad for a man 
who has not read the papers, was it?” His explanation to a client 
on the difference between advocates and judges is particularly 
apt:

CAPE BAR NEWS ITEMS



8

1st Issue August 2014

BAR/BALIE
BRIEF/NUUS

THE PERIODIC NEWSLETTER OF THE CAPE BAR

8

Sponsored by:

 Client to Hodes SC: “Meneer, wat is die verskil tussen ‘n 
regter en ‘n advokaat?”

 
 Hodes SC, deadpan and without skipping a beat: “Die een 

praat … en die ander hou daarvan om daarna te luister.”

One of Peter’s more memorable witticisms in the courtroom 
was in response to an opening address made by Phillip Ginsburg 
SC on behalf of SABMiller in the Laugh It Off case (involving the 
controversial T-shirt poking fun at Black Label (Black Labour?) 
and reported under the headline: ‘Laughs in court as lawyers 
get shirty’).  Ginsburg SC dramatically gestured to the Court, 
“M’Lord, this is the corpus delicti” (pointing to the offending 
T-shirt), to which Peter, who clearly had difficulty restraining 
himself remarked out aloud: “I know M’Lord, I wear mine every 
weekend!”

Peter always has time for his colleagues.  Many years ago a 
very junior member of the Cape Bar was in desperate need to 
unburden herself of a pro-deo brief in the Eastern Cape but 
failed to find any takers.  An attorney mischievously persuaded 
her that there was a counsel who had chambers on the 16th 
floor of Huguenot Chambers and who was struggling for 
work.  This chap, Peter, the attorney convinced her, was rather 
modest and would deny that he needed the work.  A hard-sell 
was required.  The unsuspecting junior is reported to have 
called Peter and said something along the following lines: 

 “Peter, I hear that you’re desperately in need of work. I have 
a three week pro deo but correctly handled it could be three 
months. You’ll be paid weekly, plus you’ll get subsistence 
and travelling (accommodation is usually at a B & B but I’m 
certain the train ticket can be upgraded to a better class). 
Your financial woes will be taken care of and you’ll be able 
to practice without worrying about where your next penny 
comes from.”

Peter politely listened to the junior until eventually disclosing 
that he was in fact a silk with a rather busy practice.  This junior 

has since left the Bar and one can only hope that there was no 
connection. This story also has many mutations. For example, 
substitute attorney with Dave Stephens, train ticket with bus 
ticket etc. Peter, this is your opportunity to assert audi. 

When Peter first started out at the Cape Bar he shared a flat 
with another junior colleague, retired Judge John Foxcroft.  
As the late Judge Harold Berman remarked when Peter took 
silk, this was indeed an unlikely pair.  But, he noted, their 
living arrangements worked well because Peter was out every 
evening wining and dining attorneys.  The late Judge Berman 
also famously quipped: “why would you ever brief Kentridge, 
when you could get Hodes at just twice the price”.
Peter is a truly remarkable individual and it is completely 
unsurprising that he reached the 50 year milestone in 
practice.  Even Justice Willis remarked in a judgment that 
he looked forward to Peter’s “golden jubilee” celebrations.  
Although not physically in attendance at those celebrations 
Willis JA need not fret since a framed extract of his judgment 
was bestowed upon Peter by a colleague.  

The Cape Bar has been richly enhanced by the advent of 
Peter.  He went on to lead the Bar and the GCB. He realised 
almost 20 years ago that “[w]hile the complexion of the Bar 
is changing and male dominance is diminishing, much has 
still to be done in this area”.  (His contribution to Consultus in 
November 1997).

Another favourite recollection is the 1999 Bar News when a 
sartorial looking Hodes reportedly managed to sell no less 
than 180 ties to colleagues. This is a truly remarkable feat 
considering that these were not Guccis or some other label 
(and definitely not black label!) but unremarkable GCB ties.

We have first-hand knowledge of Peter in many different 
guises: the activist, the saint, the advocate, the stand-up 
comedian, the peanut gallery, the tie salesman etc. and look 
forward to his further contribution to making the Bar the 
special place that it is. p


