1st QUARTER

2011

THE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE CAPE BAR

NEW MEMBERS OF THE BAR
Abubakr Lawrence

Abubakr obtained his LLB at
the University of the Western
Cape. He thereafter commenced articles at ShireenAhmed Kagee Attorneys,
from where he ceded his
articles to Ashersons’ Attorneys.
Although he is open to general litigation at this
stage, he has a specific interest in both criminal and
civil matters, focusing on Labour law, Competition
law and Pension Fund law.
His chambers are at 2nd floor, 42 Keerom Street.

ALAN KOESTER

Alan obtained the degrees
BIuris LLB from Unisa. After
working as a prosecutor for
9 years he spent 10 years in
Britain working in the financial
service industry concentrating on anti-money laundering
procedure. He returned to
South Africa in 2005 and practised independently
doing criminal work until he started pupillage in 2010.
He holds chambers on the 1st floor, 42 Keerom
Street and intends to establish a general practice
doing civil and criminal work.

ANDRE HEUNIS

Andre graduated from Stellenbosch University in 1988 with
BCom LLB. From the end of
1988 until February 1992 he was
employed by the Department
of Justice as a public prosecutor. After his resignation he did
his articles and practised as an
attorney for 16 years for his own account under
the name Heunis & Heunis Attorneys. His practice
involves mostly general litigation.

Andrew Morrissey

Andrew was awarded his
BCom at UNISA (1999) and
his LLB at UCT (2002). He
completed his articles at
Deneys Reitz in 2004 and
was appointed as an associate at the firm in 2005.
He went to London in 2006 where he worked as
an associate at Barlow Lyde & Gilbert, a specialist
insurance firm. He returned to Deneys Reitz in 2007
and was appointed as a director of the firm in 2009.
He specialises in professional indemnity and commercial litigation. Andrew keeps chambers at 50
Keerom Street.
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ARINA DU TOIT

Arina het die grade BA
Regsgeleerdheid (2004)
en LLB (2005) by die Universiteit van Stellenbosch
verwerf. Daarna, terwyl in die
diens van Honey en Vennote
Ingelyf, het sy haar as prokureur, notaris en aktebesorger bekwaam. Arina het in die firma se litigasie
afdeling gewerk tot en met die aanvang van haar
pupilskap. Haar voorkeurregsvelde is kontrakte-,
insolvensie- en familiereg.
Haar kamers is geleë te 2de Vloer, Velocity
Kamers.

Claire Reilly

Claire Reilly obtained her
BA and LLB degrees at UCT.
After completing her articles
she practised as an attorney
in Cape Town for 14 years.
She intends practising in as
wide a field of law as possible
and has a general practice with a keen interest in
civil litigation. She keeps Chambers at 1st Floor, 50
Keerom Street Chambers.

Donald Ackerman

Donald studied towards his
BProc degree at Unisa. He
worked at the Road Accident
Fund for 10 years, the last 3
as a manager.
Thereafter he pursued
some business interests
before relocating to Cape Town and working at various firms of attorneys.
He completed his LLB at UWC and is presently
doing a Masters degree through UNISA with his main
subjects as Insurance Law and Law of Damages.
He intends to establish a general practice, but
has a particular interest in delict, contractual and
insurance law.
He is keeping chambers on the 1st floor, 42
Keerom Street.
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Elaine AURET

Elaine het haar LLB aan die
Universiteit van Stellenbosch
voltooi. Daarna het sy met
haar Diploma in Mediese Reg
aan UNISA begin terwyl sy
in die VK gewerk het. Sy is
tans besig met haar LLM in
Mediese Reg en Kinderreg aan UNISA. Sy stel belang
in ‘n algemene praktyk. Elaine hou kamers op die 1e
Vloer Keeromstr 42.

Erasmus SMIT

Erasmus completed his
BCom (Economics) and LLB
degrees at the North West
University (Potchefstroomcampus) in 2006 and 2007
respectively. Erasmus completed his articles with
Mostert&Bosman Attorneys in 2009 whereafter he
joined the Bar in 2010. Erasmus is keeping chambers on 1st Floor, 50 Keerom Street .
His keen interest lies in civil litigation with some
emphasis on commercial law, contract law, insolvency law and delictual matters.

Frans Petersen

Frans obtained a BIuris and
LLB from UWC. He is an experienced legal practitioner with
experience in the investigation and prosecution of criminal and civil matters. In the
latter part of his career he has
focussed on fraud, corruption, theft and misconduct investigations in both the
public and private sectors.
Frans has an interest in general litigation as well
as assisting in the guidance of investigations and
taking them through to the litigation process for
clients. Frans keeps chambers on the 1st Floor,
Velocity House.
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GAVIN COOPER

Having obtained a BCom
(Law) from Stellenbosch
in 1999 Gavin moved to
Johannesburg to work as
an equity derivates trader
for an investment bank. He
returned to university (UCT)
in 2002 where he completed
the CA conversion, a Post-Graduate Diploma in
Accounting and BCom (Honours). He lectured at
UCT in 2004 and then joined PWC in 2005 to complete his articles and qualify as a CA (he confesses
to having been an auditor). During articles he completed an LLB through UNISA. He moved to London
in 2007 where he worked as a tax consultant for
PWC for two years before being called to the Bar.

HAYLEY SLINGERS

Hayley holds a BA and LLB
from UCT. She practised
as an attorney for 5 years.
Thereafter she joined the
Directorate of Special Operations (DSO), a business
unit within the NPA, as a state
advocate. She was employed
by the NPA for a period of 7 years and reached
the rank of Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions
before resigning to come to the Bar. She holds a masters degree from the Department of Constitutional
and Public International Law at UNISA and a masters
degree from the Criminal Justice Department at
UCT. Her chambers are on the 1st floor, 50 Keerom
Street.

LAMBERT JOHANNES
SMIT

Leilani Viljoen

Leilani Viljoen obtained
her LLB degree from the
University of Stellenbosch in
2003. Thereafter she spent
three years in London working as an estate agent. On
her return to South Africa
she attended Law School and did her articles at
the Legal Aid Board. She was then employed as a
Regional Court PA at the Legal Aid Board in Cape
Town. In her three years at the LAB she did mainly
criminal work and spent her last year working in the
sexual offences court in Cape Town. Leilani is interested in a general practice and her chambers are on
the 1st floor, 42 Keerom Street.

LIHLE SIDAKI

Lihle attended Justice College in Pretoria and obtained
BIuris and LLB degrees
from UNISA. For 10 years he
worked in various capacities as a Public Prosecutor,
including being a senior manager in the NPA and conducting proceedings in the Western Cape High Court
as Senior State Advocate. He thereafter worked
as Assistant Ombudsman to the Ombudsman for
Long-Term Insurance for 4 years.
Lihle’s practice includes general commercial and
civil litigation, insurance law, labour law, competition
law, property law, criminal law - particularly commercial offences, fraud and compliance, appeals,
reviews, public law, constitutional law, mediation
and arbitration.

Johan het sy LLB aan die
Universiteit van Stellenbosch
in 2003 verwerf. Hy het daarna
as ŉ prokureur gepraktiseer by
Heyns en Vennote Ingelyf, in
beide die firma se Kaapstad en
Johannesburg kantore. Johan
geniet alle aspekte van siviele litigasie en beoog om sy
praktyk dienooreenkomstig te vestig. Johan se kamers
is geleë te 2de Vloer, Keeromstraat 42.
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LOUISE LIEBENBERG

Louise was awarded a BA
(2004) and an LLB (2007)
from Rhodes University. She
is currently completing her
LLM in Commercial Law at
UCT. She completed her
articles at Ward Ward and
Pienaar, working in their litigation department, after which she joined the Bar. She
aims to develop her practice in line with her interests in commercial, contract and insolvency law.
She keeps chambers on the 1st Floor, 50 Keerom
Street.

LUKE KELLY

Luke holds BA and LLB
degrees from the Univer-sity
of Cape Town (UCT). After
graduating from UCT in 2007
he received a scholarship to
read for a LLM degree in competition Law and economics
at King’s College, London. On
returning to Cape Town in 2009 he worked as a
Teaching and Research Assistant at UCT, teaching
administrative law and competition law. Luke continues to teach competition law part-time at UCT. Luke
is interested in the following practice areas: competition law, administrative law and general commercial
law, including both contract and delict. Luke has
set up chambers on the 1st Floor, 50 Keerom Street
Chambers, Keerom Street, Cape Town.

Mark Townsend

Mark obtained his BCom (with
majors in economics and law)
and LLB degrees from the
University of KwaZulu-Natal. He
served articles and worked as an
attorney at Tomlinson Mnguni
James in Pietermaritzburg. He
has also worked as a law clerk
at the Constitutional Court for
Justice Ngcobo. Mark has a particular interest in
constitutional, administrative, commercial and
labour law. He is keeping chambers on the 1st Floor,
42 Keerom Street Chambers.
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MEA STEYN

Mea obtained her LLB in 2004
and her LLM in Children’s Rights
and Labour Law in 2005 at the
University of Stellenbosch. She
did her articles with Vaughan
Ulyate & Associates and
thereafter was a Professional
Assistant and head of litigation
at De Witt De Villiers and then
head of High Court Litigation at MF Oosthuizen
Attorneys. While at De Witt and De Villiers and
MF Oosthuizen Attorneys she specialised in High
Court Litigation. She is interested in continuing her
practice in commercial law, children’s rights and
general litigation. She holds chambers at Suite 101,
1st Floor, 42 Keerom Street.

NATALIE LAWRENSON

Natalie holds degrees in
music and law: BMus (Wits);
MMus (Natal); LLB (UCT);
LLM (UCT). She was a professional musician and followed several business pursuits before joining the Cape
Bar. She is interested in commercial and civil litigation, with a particular interest
in medical law. She holds chambers on the 1st floor,
42 Keerom Street. Contact details: natalielawrenson
@capebar.co.za

NEIL DU TOIT

Niel het beide ‘n LLB en
LLM aan die Universiteit van
Pretoria voltooi. Daarna het
hy ‘n nagraadse diploma in
Nottingham, Engeland verwerf. In 2009 doseer hy
estoppel en verrykingsreg
aan die Universiteit van
Johannesburg. Niel het ‘n sterk belangstelling in
Sportreg en is tans besig met sy LLD in die veld. Hy
hou kamers in 42 Keeromstraat op die 2de vloer.
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NICHOLAS TRAVERSO

Nicholas holds a BA
(Honours) in politics and
economics from Bishop’s
University in Quebec, Canada and an LLB from UCT.
He qualified as an attorney after completing articles at Mallinicks, under
Rael Gootkin, and developed a commercial litigation practice there (and subsequently at Webber
Wentzel). His practice mainly consisted of resolving
disputes arising from contracts, intellectual property, corporate recoveries, and immovable property,
with a small shipping law adjunct, and he continues
to hold an interest in these fields. Nicholas keeps
chambers on the 1st floor of the Bank Chambers

PETER COSTON

Peter Coston obtained his
LLB from the University of
Pretoria in 2007. He completed one year of articles while
attending Law School after
hours. He was admitted as
an attorney in February 2009
before joining the Cape Bar
Pupillage Program. He would like to establish a general practice and looks forward to gaining as much
experience as possible. Peter will be keeping chambers on the 1st floor at 42 Keerom Street.

SUZANNA HARVEY

Suzanna is an experienced
labour law practitioner, and
also a trained civil engineer.
She completed her LLB cum
laude at UCT in 2008, and
her LLM in 2009. Suzanna is
interested in gaining experience in all fields of litigation.
She has expertise in labour, refugee, admin, public
and contract law. She keeps chambers on the 2nd
floor of Velocity House.

THABIET BOOLEY

M. Thabiet Booley graduated from the University of
Western Cape in 1994 with
BA LLB and was admitted as
Advocate of the High Court
of SA in 1996. Thereafter,
he went into business and
was involved in various
commercial enterprises. He decided to do pupillage in 2010 and currently occupies chambers
at 2nd floor Velocity House, 30 Keerom Street.
Thabiet would like to concentrate his practice on
general civil litigation as well as commercial law.
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THE 2010
BAR DINNER

T

he 2010 annual Bar dinner was held at the Mount
Nelson Hotel. This edition was the biggest Bar dinner
yet and almost 250 advocates descended upon
the hotel for an evening filled with great speeches,
laughter and good food.
Pre-dinner drinks were held at the fountain in the Hotel’s
garden. One might have gained the distinct impression that
counsel only own black clothing. Thankfully our colleagues of
the female persuasion rebutted this presumption, wearing an
array of gorgeous gowns.
Between delicious courses members of the Bar were
thoroughly entertained by the speeches. Van Riet SC was
tasked with honouring the outgoing judges: Van Reenen J,
Thring J, Erasmus J and Motala J. Van Riet’s speech was met
with laughter at the mention of a certain Dusi incident with
Thring, J, and how Van Reenen, J is the only Judge who can
stand straight and peep through the keyhole of a particular
door. Hodes SC welcomed the incoming judges; Fortuin J,
Gamble J and Steyn J, and gave insight into their respective
careers.
The highlight of the evening was undoubtedly Fagan SC’s
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By Leeann Van der Walt
speech celebrating the new Silks: Jacobs SC, Katz SC,
Kahanovitz SC and Stelzner SC. There was a continuous roar
of laughter from beginning to end, especially when Fagan SC
tried to explain how Jacobs SC’s BMW number plate actually
makes sense and can be helpful in certain circumstances
of disillusionment. He also explained how Katz SC tried to
persuade him that his suggestion of using a medium was
taken out of context, implying that there is a context in which
the use of a medium is not weird. His speech ended off with
a comparison of the two labour law specialists in the group,
Kahanovitz SC and Stelzner SC. He quipped that Stelzner SC in
the end was the sensible one by working for the Bosses.
The end of the speeches supposedly signalled the end of the
dinner; however the evening was by no means over. Rather
jovial counsel moved on to the after party held at the Planet
Bar, and even some of our more reluctant colleagues were
coerced to join the late night fun.
A special thanks should be given to Patsi Weyer SC and the
members of the social committee, who outdid themselves
again by organising such a stunning evening. I hope to see all of
you at the 2011 Bar dinner and, if 2010 was anything to go by, I
am certain that the 2011 dinner will also be hit. p

New Edition

Christie’s Law of Contract in South Africa

Available
May
Authors: RH Christie and GB Bradfield
ISBN: 9780409048315

Since the publication of the 5th edition of this work there have been a number of important
judgments particularly those dealing with unfairness in contracts. Included in these are the 2007
Constitutional Court judgment in Barkhuizen v Napier; a series of Supreme Court of Appeal cases,
and a number of High Court decisions. There have also been important decisions on, among other
issues, conditional contracts; formalities; contracts with the state; interpretation of contracts, and
rectification of contracts.
The intervening period has also seen significant developments on the statutory front in the field of
consumer protection, most importantly the National Credit Act, which came into force fully in
mid-2007 and the Consumer Protection Act 68 of 2008, due to come into operation on 31 March
2011. The sixth edition deals with these developments and states the law at 31 December 2010.

For more information or
to order your copy contact
Rene Grimmbacher on 082 564 1450 or
rene.grimmbacher@lexisnexis.co.za
RS159/11
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Announcements
Marriages:

Brenton Joseph married Veronique Barthus on 6 November 2010
Pierre Rabie married Karien van Rensburg on 20 November 2010
Erasmus Smit married Danièlle Ferreira on 11 December 2010
Ian Bremridge married Hanlie Le Roux on 15 January 2011
Wayne Coughlan married Claudine Adam on 22 January 2011

Births:

Nick and Shelley Traverso had a son, Enzo Andrea, on 11 September 2011
Shehnaz Seria and Riyaz Mir had a daughter, Kashmira, on 22 December 2010
Carlo and Charlene Carolissen had a daughter, Cainlin Hannah, on 14 January 2011
David and Lee-Anne Borgström had a son, Samuel Peter, on 28 January 2011
Doron and Carla Goldberg had a son, Gabe Simon, on 7 February 2011

General:

Ross Garland produced Spud, the movie. Spud was released onto circuit in South Africa
on 3 December 2010. It will be available on DVD from mid-March 2011.
Andrew Brown has recently sold the film rights to his award-winning book, Coldsleep Lullaby (2005),
to producer Jonathan Wacks.
Brian Pincus SC won the Western Province tennis doubles title in the over 65 category.

Editorial Team:
Editors:
Luke Kelly (luke.kelly@capebar.co.za)
Louise Liebenberg (louiseliebenberg@capebar.co.za)
Mark Townsend (townsend@capebar.co.za)
Publications committee:
Frans Rautenbach (Chairperson)
Geoff Budlender SC, Andrew Brown, Denvor Filand, Ellen Fitz-Patrick, Luke Kelly,
Louise Liebenberg, Sharashini Pillay, Lise Smit, Zeynab Titus, Mark Townsend
Contributors:
Leeann van der Walt
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